
VENUE

DAYS

THURSDAY, 14TH JANUARY

FRIDAY, 15TH JANUARY

SATURDAY, 16TH JANUARY

SUNDAY, 17TH JANUARY

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
COLOUR KEY

OXFORD
BOOKSTORE

FRIDAY, 15TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
10.30 AM - 11.30 AM
..............................................................................

Crime Time
Kishwar Desai discusses crime writing across 
borders with Veronique Ovaldé (France), 
Liad Shoham (Israel), Pier Giorgio Pulixi 
(Italy), Barun Chanda and Victor K Ghoshe. 
Partners: Hindustan Times Crime Writers 
Festival, Embassy of France, Embassy of 
Israel, Italian Embassy Cultural Centre.

..............................................................................
11.40 AM - 12.40 PM
..............................................................................

Art of the Book Cover
Judges Namita Gokhale, Aman Nath, and 
Alka Pande announce the shortlist for the 
new Oxford Book Cover Prize, and discuss 
the selection process with Marc Parent.

..............................................................................
12.45 PM - 1.30 PM
..............................................................................

Crossing the Line
Writers Rabi Thapa (Nepal), Farah 
Ghuznavi (Bangladesh), and Reema 
Abbasi (Pakistan) share subcontinental 
discoveries and surprises. Moderated by 
Sandip Roy. Partners: Nepalese Consulate 
General Kolkata, Niyogi Books.

..............................................................................
2.00 PM - 3.45 PM
..............................................................................

Romancing the Young Reader
Vinita Dawra Nangia, Director, Write 
India, interacts with popular Young 
Adult writers Ravinder Singh & Durjoy 
Datta. Partner: The Times of India.

..............................................................................
4.30 PM - 6.15 PM
..............................................................................

TOI Bloggers Meet and interactive 
session. Partner: Kolkata Bloggers.

SATURDAY, 16TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
10.00 AM - 11.00 AM
..............................................................................

New Asia Now!
Launch of the Griffith Review 
anthology of new Asian writing. With 
Jane Camens, Anjum Hasan. Chief 
Guest Anuradha Lohia.
Partner: Australian High Commission.

..............................................................................
11.15AM - 12.15 PM
..............................................................................

The Last King of Sikkim
Release of Andrew Duff's Sikkim: 
Requiem for a Himalayan Kingdom. 
With Julia Booth, Sunanda Dutta Ray. 
Moderated by Sajeda Momin.
Chief Guest Sanjeev Chopra.

..............................................................................
12.30 PM - 1.30 PM 
..............................................................................

The People Speak
Release of Vir Sanghvi's new book 
Mandate: The Will of the People, 
followed by a conversation with Saba 
Naqvi. Chief Guest Ashis Nandy.

..............................................................................
2.30 PM - 3.30 PM
..............................................................................

To Be the Change
Journalists and columnists Ratnottama
Sengupta, Garga Chatterjee and Salil
Tripathi discuss the role of media in
bringing about social change.
Moderated by Oindrilla Dutt.
Partner: Yes Foundation.

..............................................................................
3.45 PM - 4.45 PM 
..............................................................................

Science, Magic and the Fantasy Writer
Anuradha Lohia, John Zubryzki, Indra 
Das. Moderated by Tilottama Tharoor.

..............................................................................
5.00 PM - 6.00 PM
..............................................................................

Image/Text: Graphic literature
and Bengal
With Pinaki De and Sarbajit Sen, 
Debkumar Mitra, Kaushik Majumdar. 
Moderated by Alok Kumar.Partner: Aishee.

SUNDAY, 17TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
11.00 AM - 12.00 PM
..............................................................................

Photo-Walk Adda
Park Street Insta-walk participants and 
photo-walkers meet to discuss 
photography and images from the 
photo-walks. Partner: Streets of Calcutta.
..............................................................................
1.30 PM  - 4.30 PM
..............................................................................

Pop Up Festival Book Promotion Sale
20% off on any book in the store for 
these three hours only.
..............................................................................
5.00 PM - 6.00 PM
..............................................................................

Head and Heart
Young achievers in creative fields share 
their success stories. With Ashwika Kapur 
(Wildlife Photographer), Soumya Mukherji 
(Actor, Founder, MAD), Somak Ghosh (RJ, 
Singer, Actor), Swaralipi Chatterjee (Book 
Cafe, Abar Boithok), Anirban Saha 
(Founder, Kolkata Bloggers) and others. 
Partner: Bee Books.

VICTORIA MEMORIAL
WESTERN QUADRANGLE

FRIDAY, 15TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
2.30 PM - 3.30 PM
..............................................................................

Casualties as Collateral Damage 
Raghu Karnad, Ruchir Joshi, Nayanika 
Mookherjee and Salil Tripathi talk about 
researching the human side of war.
Moderated by Kavita Panjabi.
Partner: Victoria Memorial Hall.

..............................................................................
3.45 PM - 4.45 PM
..............................................................................

Friend or Foe: On Being Neighbourly
Ashis Nandy, Sugata Bose and 
Sebastiano Maffettone discuss issues of 
coexistence. Moderated by Salil Tripathi.
Partners: Victoria Memorial Hall, 
Consulate General of Italy.

..............................................................................
5.00 PM - 6.00 PM
..............................................................................

A Fierce Beauty
Release of Arun Gupto's Goddesses
of Kathmandu Valley: Grace, Rage, 
Knowledge followed by a conversation 
with Kalyan Ray.
Chief Guest Aparna Sen.
Partners: Victoria Memorial Hall, 
MAKAIAS.

SATURDAY, 16TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
2.30 PM - 3.30 PM
..............................................................................

Caravan Conversation: The 
Cosmopolitan Writer
Release of Anjum Hasan's new novel
The Cosmopolitans, followed by a 
conversation with Saikat Mazumdar. 
Chief Guest Kalyan Ray.
Partners: Victoria Memorial Hall, 
Caravan.

..............................................................................
3.45 PM - 4.45 PM
..............................................................................

Undivided Legacies
Release of Reema Abbasi's Historic 
Temples in Pakistan: A Call to 
Conscience, followed by a conversation 
with Aman Nath and Bina Sarkar Elias.
Moderated by Saba Naqvi.
Chief Guest Krishna Bose.
Partners: Victoria Memorial Hall, Niyogi 
Books, MAKAIAS.

..............................................................................
5.00PM - 6.00 PM 
..............................................................................

Secrets and Lies
Release of Meera Syal's new novel, The 
House of Hidden Mothers, followed by a 
conversation with Shobhaa De.
Chief Guest Anuradha Lohia.
Partners: Victoria Memorial Hall, Jaipur 
Literature Festival.

..............................................................................
6.15 PM - 7.30 PM
VICTORIA MEMORIAL STEPS
..............................................................................

Of Magic and Mysteries
Release of Ben Okri's new novel,
The Age of Magic, followed by a talk
by Ben Okri on The Mysteries of 
Storytelling, and an interaction with 
Sujata Sen.
Chief Guest Jayanta Sengupta.
Partner: Victoria Memorial Hall.

PRESIDENCY
UNIVERSITY

FRIDAY, 15TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
11.00 AM - 12.00 PM
..............................................................................

Ethics and the Public Intellectual
Prof. Sebastiano Maffettone in 
conversation with Prof. Swapan 
Chakravorty.
Partners: Presidency University,
Italian Embassy.

..............................................................................
12.15 PM -1.15 PM
..............................................................................

Good Girl Bad Girl:Representing
the Prostituted Woman in Popular 
Culture
Ruchira Gupta in conversation with 
Anupama Mohan.
Partner: Presidency University.

..............................................................................
2.15 PM - 3.30 PM
..............................................................................

Love Equals Chemistry: Or Does It?
Panel Discussion: Shobhaa De, Anuja 
Chauhan, Vera Slepoj, Kathryn Harkup 
and Hia Sen.
Moderated by Sumit Chakraborti.
Partner: Presidency University,
British Council.

MODERN HIGH SCHOOL
FOR GIRLS

THURSDAY, 14TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
10.00 AM - 1.30 PM
..............................................................................

Text and the City
Interschool Literary Festival featuring 
Indrani Dasgupta Paul, Anuja Chauhan, 
Durjoy Datta, Ravinder Singh.
For invited schools only.
Partners: Modern High School,
Oxford Bookstores.

NANDAN 

THURSDAY, 14TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
6.30 PM
..............................................................................

Premiere of Aparna Sen's
Saari Raat (Hindi)
Release of Anjum Katyal's Badal Sircar: 
Towards a Theatre of Conscience 
followed by the screening.
With Aparna Sen, Konkona Sen Sharma, 
Anjan Dutt, Ritwick Chakravarty,
Neel Dutt, Shailja Kejriwal and
Anjum Katyal.
Please pre-register at Oxford Bookstore.

GOETHE-INSTITUT/MAX MUELLER BHAVAN

MUELLER CAFÉ

FRIDAY, 15TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
3.00 PM - 3.10 PM 
..............................................................................

Welcome and intro by 
Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller Bhavan
and AKLF.

..............................................................................
3.15 PM - 4.00 PM 
..............................................................................

Tribute to Shankho Ghosh
Kalyan Ray and Srijato on a translation 
project of Shankho Ghosh's poems. In 
English, German and Spanish.
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm.

..............................................................................
4.05 PM - 4.45 PM
..............................................................................

Medley
Poets Anjum Hasan, Kazim Ali,
Avik Chanda, Bashabi Fraser and Bina 
Sarkar Elias read and discuss their 
poetry.
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm, Caravan.

..............................................................................
5.00 PM - 5.30 PM
..............................................................................

Poetry Paradigm and Pop Up poets read 
their poems.
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm.

SATURDAY, 16TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
3.00 PM - 3.40 PM
..............................................................................

Poetry Polyphony
Poets read from their work in Hindi, 
Bengali, Urdu, English. Featuring 
Australian poet Susan Hawthorne. 
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Australian Government, 
Australia Council for the Arts, Australia 
India Council, Poetry Paradigm.

..............................................................................
3.45 PM - 4.30 PM
..............................................................................

"Poets are the unacknowledged 
legislators of the world" - Shelley
A debate. With Bashabi Fraser, 
Chandrani Biswas, Rui Coias, Susan 
Hawthorne.
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm.

..............................................................................
4.30 PM - 5.00 PM
..............................................................................

Degrees of Separation
Portuguese poet Rui Coias reads his 
work and converses with Arthur 
Cardozo.
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm, and the 
Portuguese Embassy Cultural Centre, 
New Delhi.

..............................................................................
5.00 PM - 5.30 PM 
..............................................................................

Poetry Paradigm and Pop Up Poets read 
their work.
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm.

SUNDAY, 17TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
3.00 PM - 3.45 PM
..............................................................................

Poet as Performer
Actor-poets Vinay Sharma and Jayant 
Kripalani perform their poetry.
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm.

..............................................................................
3.50 PM - 4.30 PM
..............................................................................

Ghare Pherar Gaan
Tribute to pioneering Bengali rock band 
Mohiner Ghoraguli. Presented by 
Gaurav (Gabu) Chatterjee and friends. 
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm.

..............................................................................
4.35 PM - 5.30 PM
..............................................................................

Music and Lyrics
Songwriters Rahul Guha Roy, Neel 
Adhikari and others sing their own 
compositions.
Partners: Goethe-Institut/Max Mueller 
Bhavan, Poetry Paradigm.

APEEJAY
LAWNS

FRIDAY, 15TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
9.30 AM - 12.00 PM
..............................................................................

Jim Jam
An interactive session with RJ Den 
presented by Rakshak Foundation.
By invitation only.

..............................................................................
12.30 PM - 2.30 PM
..............................................................................

Merry-go-Book
A quiz and debate on books and 
reading conducted by RJ Roy presented 
by Rakshak Foundation.
By invitation only.

..............................................................................
4.00 PM - 5.00 PM
..............................................................................

Of Impossible Loves
Release of Durjoy Datta's new novel
Our Impossible Love followed by an 
interactive session with the author.

SATURDAY, 16TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
10.00 AM - 1.00 PM
..............................................................................

So what if I have a problem, I am 
still growing UP
Concerns and paradoxes of student life. 
An inspirational session by Jeroninio 
Almeida supported by Jimmy Tangree.
In memory of Shri Jit Paul. 

Curated by and presented in association
with Ramanjit Kaur and The Creative 
Arts Team.
Pre-registration through schools
or at +919830775677

..............................................................................
2.00 PM
..............................................................................

Inauguration of Apeejay Children's 
Literary Festival
Percussionist Tanmoy Bose and his sons 
Shilladitya and Shauryaditya Bose 
perform a musical tribute to teachers 
and gurus.

..............................................................................
2.30 PM
..............................................................................

Parental Guidance
Kolkata release of well-known child 
specialist Dr. Anupam Sibal's book ‘Is 
Your Child Ready to Face the World?’ 
with a foreword by Amitabh Bachchan. 
Followed by a special session by the 
author on parenting.

..............................................................................
3.00 PM
..............................................................................

Dr. Seuss’s ‘Horton Hears a Who’
as a Bengali play ‘Ta Se Jatoi Chhoto 
Hok’ by leading children’s theatre group 
Jhalapala.

..............................................................................
4.00 PM
..............................................................................

'The Two Acrobats'
Australian children's writer Jeanne 
Ryckmans reads from her book. 

..............................................................................
4.30 PM
..............................................................................

Tick- Talking
Conducted by Raju Raman. One Minute 
extempore activity, teachers vs students

SUNDAY, 17TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
10.00 AM
..............................................................................

Sing Me a Story
A teacher-student activity: take any folk 
tale from around the world and present 
it as a song.

..............................................................................
11.15 AM
..............................................................................

Pix a Tale
Interactive city related story writing 
activity with Mahima Varma and 
Shuktara Lal.

..............................................................................
12.30 PM
..............................................................................

Rhyme Time
Rhyming poetry session by
Baisali Chatterjee Dutt.

.......................1.30 PM BREAK.......................

..............................................................................
2.00 PM
..............................................................................

What Dreams May Come
Singer Anita Basu Mallick sings 
children's songs from around the world.

..............................................................................
3.00 PM
..............................................................................

All the World's a TCA Stage
Excerpts from Shakespeare, a TCA play 
directed by Baisali and Shuktara.

..............................................................................
4.30 PM
..............................................................................

Story Stage
A parent-child story enactment activity 
as a tribute to grandparents.

TOLLYGUNGE CLUB
LAWNS

FRIDAY, 15TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
7.00 PM
..............................................................................

Bloody Scotland and Dame Agatha
Celebrating 125 years of Agatha 
Christie. Release of Kathryn Harkup's
A is for Arsenic: The Poisons of Agatha 
Christie. With Dom Hastings, Kathryn 
Harkup, Anuja Chauhan.
Moderated by Sumit Ray.
Chief Guest Sujata Sen.
Partners: Tollygunge Club, British Council.
Please pre-register at Oxford Bookstore 
and British Council.

TOWN HALL
STEPS

SUNDAY, 17TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
11.00 AM - 12.00 NOON
..............................................................................

Love for Sale
Release of River of Flesh and Other 
Stories: The Prostituted Woman in 
Indian Fiction by Keya, Sonagachhi 
leader. Followed by a discussion with
the editor, Ruchira Gupta, Nayanika 
Mookherjee, Modhurima Sinha and 
Ratnottama Sengupta, with readings
by Aparna Sen.

..............................................................................
12.15 PM - 1.15 PM
..............................................................................

Shotgun Says
Shatrughan Sinha releases his biography 
Anything But Khamosh: The Shatrughan 
Sinha Biography by Bharathi S Pradhan, 
followed by a conversation with the 
author and Chief Guest, filmmaker 
Goutam Ghose.
Partner: Om Books.

THE
PARK

SUNDAY, 17TH JANUARY
..............................................................................
3.00 PM - 4.00 PM
..............................................................................

Flavours of Culture
Showcasing Australian master chef, food 
& travel writer Christine Manfield's new 
book A Personal Guide to India and 
Bhutan. Book Release by Vir Sanghvi, 
followed by a conversation with chef 
Sharad Dewan of The Park and
Nondon Bagchi.
Partners: The Park, Australian High 
Commission.

..............................................................................
4.15 PM - 5.15 PM
..............................................................................

Sugar n Spice
Christine Manfield and Meera Syal 
'sweet talk' their way through memories 
of childhood and favourite desserts, 
while Christine does a demo of a special 
dessert from her book Dessert Divas. 
Partners: The Park, Australian High 
Commission.

INDIAN MUSEUM
COURTYARD

SUNDAY, 17TH JANUARY 
..............................................................................
6.00 PM - 8.00 PM
..............................................................................

From Poetry to Politics
Ben Okri reads his poetry. Followed by  
Media and Social Change: More Bark 
than Bite. Ashis Nandy, Vir Sanghvi, 
Saba Naqvi, Ruchir Joshi, Prerna Langa 
debate the real power of mass media to 
change society.
Partners: Indian Museum,
Yes Foundation, Calcutta Debating 
Circle.
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